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Kristen Fischer Anthony has joined 
the Department of Admission at Furman 
as coordinator of the Furman Admission 
Network (FAN).
George Henry Booth of Greenville has 
earned a master’s degree in teaching from 
Winthrop University. 
Emily Geer received her master’s degree 
in architecture from Savannah (Ga.) College 
of Art and Design and is working in Dallas, 
Texas, as a project architect for Gensler.
MARRIAGES: George Anthony
Campbell, Jr., and Marquin Barrett 
McMath, August 7. They live in Greenville, 
where George is an assistant solicitor 
for the 13th Judicial Circuit and Marquin 
is a freelance fashion designer and artist.
Melanie Jones and Jade Totman, 
October 9. They live in Arlington, Va.
06
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Ross Alexander Mullinax earned 
a medical degree from the University of 
South Alabama College of Medicine last 
May, graduating with honors as a member 
of Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical 
society. He took the Military Oath of Of!ce 
for Public Service and started a general 
surgery residency at the Naval Medical 
Center in San Diego, Calif. He was recently 
featured in the national KA Journal in an 
article on medical men in the military. 
Katie Norris of Charleston, S.C., has been 
named director of public programming at 
Middleton Place Foundation, which owns 
and operates Middleton Place, a national 
historic landmark.
Benjamin W. Wallace has joined the 
Macon, Ga., law !rm of Stone & Baxter 
LLP, practicing in the areas of commercial 
litigation, bankruptcy and business, and 
corporate law. 
MARRIAGES: Ryan Schoemer Clark  
and Carly Louise Sobray ’07, April 10. 
She is a human resources specialist at Fluor 
Corporation, and he is a commercial real 
estate broker with the Furman Company 
in Greenville.
Darsey Culpepper and Brian Landoe 
’07, July 10. They live in Portland, Ore. She 
is a graphic designer, writer and photogra-
pher at Portland Rescue Mission, and he 
is an administrative assistant at InTown 
Presbyterian Church and is pursuing a 
master’s degree in public administration 
at Portland State University.
Katherine Keller Davis and John 
Campbell Lake, August 14. Katherine is 
an attorney and recently had a clerkship 
with the Dorchester County (S.C.) Probate 
Court. John is a graduate of the College of 
Dental Medicine at the Medical University 
of South Carolina. They live in Columbia. 
Kristina Fletcher and Matthew 
Summey, September 4. They live in 
Columbia, S.C.
Amanda Diane Kirkpatrick (M.A.) 
and Bradley Elliott Young, July 17. They 
live in Greenville.
Katie Webb and Lee Dillon Denton, 
August 15, 2009. They live in Consho-
hocken, Pa.
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Kathleen Anderson graduated in 
February 2010 from the John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice in New York City 
with a master’s degree in forensic mental 
health counseling.
Kenneth Christopher Evans of 
Columbia, S.C., has earned a master’s 
degree in teaching from Winthrop 
University.
Lindsay Timmerman Niedringhaus 
has joined the Department of Admission 
at Furman as marketing manager.
MARRIAGES: Molly Bockman and 
Stephen John Fastenau, October 2. They 
live in Bluffton, S.C.
Jennifer Chapman and David Fuller, 
December 12, 2009. They live in Tulsa, 
Okla.
Ashley Elizabeth Eith and Robert 
Manning Christopher, Jr., October 16. They 
live in Charleston, S.C. She is scheduled to 
graduate from the Medical University of 
South Carolina School of Dental Medicine 
in May. He is a hospitalist at Trident 
Regional Medical Center.
Caroline McMullen and Traver 
Toole, July 10. They live in Laredo, Texas. 
Caroline is a social work counselor at 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, and Traver 
is a federal agent (U.S. Border Patrol) with 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
BIRTH: Scott and Melissa Wood ’08 
Greenwood, a son, John Malcolm, 
September 29, Nashville, Tenn.
08
Jon Leathers and Shea Salinas were 
both selected by the Vancouver Whitecaps 
in the Major League Soccer expansion 
draft December 1. Shea, the Whitecaps’ 
fourth pick, played last season for the 
Philadelphia Union. Jon, the ninth pick, 
played for Sporting Kansas City (Missouri). 
Whitney Smith earned a doctor of 
physical therapy degree in December 
from the University of Texas Southwestern 
Center in Dallas.
MARRIAGES: Jonathan Borders and 
Amy Murdock, September 18. They live 
in Dallas, Texas, and work in the Dallas/
Fort Worth Metroplex.
Allison Leigh Buckner and David 
Wesley Parker, May 8. They live in Chapel 
Hill, N.C., where she is completing law 
school at the University of North Carolina.
09
Casey Crisp has been named assistant 
director of the Bridges to a Brighter Future 
program at Furman. Casey is a Bridges 
graduate and was a counselor in the pro-
gram for three summers. She previously 
served as a social studies teacher, softball 
coach and debate team coach at Mauldin 
(S.C.) High School.
Sarah E. Martin is pursuing a master’s 
degree in vocal performance at Indiana 
University in Bloomington. She received 
the Indiana University Artistic Excellence 
Award, a fellowship that covers tuition 
and fees and provides a monthly stipend. 
She recently made her debut in a principal 
role with the university’s Opera Theatre in 
Puccini’s Suor Angelica. Visit her website, 
www.sarahemartin.info. 
Emily Robinson was awarded a Rotary 
Ambassadorial Scholarship for the 
2010–11 academic year to study in 
El Salvador under a program designed 
to foster international understanding. 
She previously worked with AmeriCorps
in Alamosa, Colo., assisting the homeless 
in their move to transitional housing.
Joinné Ruff is working with the Furman 
Department of Admission as a counselor 
in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. Her position 
is funded by a grant from the Amon G. 
Carter Foundation.
MARRIAGE: Megan Leigh Mullinax  
and David Lyle Solomon, Jr., August 7. 
They live in Nashville, Tenn., where David 
works with Ernst and Young, LLC. Megan 
is completing her MBA in public health 
care and works with Nashville’s Baptist 
Hospital.
10
Brian Highsmith spent the fall as 
a White House intern assigned to work 
with the National Economic Council.
Bryant Lambert joined DNA Creative 
Communications in Greenville as an intern. 
Liz Lineback is a junior account execu-
tive with the Hughes Agency, a marketing, 
advertising and public relations !rm in 
Greenville.
MARRIAGE: Heather Henson and 
Joshua Lother, July 24. They live in 
Piedmont, S.C.
WHEN NIKKI PRESSLEY ’04 got word that her work 
would be included in the 2010 California Biennial — 
the Orange County Museum of Art’s signature program 
spotlighting young and emerging artists from across the 
Golden State — one of the !rst people she contacted 
was Terri Bright, associate professor of art at Furman. 
Bright noted that many of the 45 artists chosen for the 
exhibition had major gallery representation — to which 
Pressley replied, “I don’t know why I’m here.”
Pressley was among the last artists that curator 
Sarah Bancroft saw in putting together the California 
Biennial. “Nikki came recommended from a couple of 
different people — a curatorial colleague and an artist,” 
Bancroft says. After visiting Pressley’s Los Angeles stu-
dio, Bancroft was eager to introduce the Furman alum’s 
work to a larger audience (more than 4,200 patrons in 
the !rst three weeks of the exhibit, which opened in 
October and runs through March 13).
“Nikki is fresh out of graduate school,” Bancroft 
says. “I don’t think she even realizes how strong her 
practice is.” 
To be certain, contemporary art is a long way 
from biology, Pressley’s intended major when she 
enrolled at Furman. “I wanted to do orthopedic sur-
gery, and that was mostly borne of the fact that I had 
torn my ACL twice,” says Pressley, a Greenville native 
who sustained the injuries while playing basketball at 
Mauldin High School.
She had also demonstrated an aptitude for art 
at an early age, and her mother encouraged her talent 
by sending her to classes at Greenville Tech. During her 
sophomore year at Furman, Pressley took her !rst art 
class, and by the end of the year she had changed her 
major with an eye toward a career in graphic design.
Pressley cites professors Ross McClain (design) 
and Bright (photography) as being “instrumental in 
their encouragement with the more conceptual ideas 
that I was trying to develop at the time.” But prior to 
her senior year, she says, “I didn’t know anything 
about contemporary art or the art world.”
For the senior art show at Furman, Pressley 
exhibited three pieces — one each in sculpture, design 
and photography. All three addressed the concept of 
cultural identity, a subject that continues to inform 
her work. “I felt like it was the !rst time that I had 









successfully created something 
that manifested these ideas,”
she says.
Bright recalls, “I got the 
impression that Nikki never 
stopped thinking about these 
things. Her mind was constantly 
on trying to !gure out where 
she !t into black culture as a 
black female. I remember her 
work being incredibly layered 
and complex.”
Since graduate school, 
Bright adds, “Nikki’s process and 
her skill level have caught up to 
her ideas. I had her come back 
and speak to my senior seminar 
this year, and she was very hon-
est” about the challenges of an 
art career.
After graduating from Furman, Pressley moved to 
Chicago, where she spent eight months working for a 
non-pro!t organization, the American Friends Service 
Committee, on a traveling exhibition designed to edu-
cate college students about debt. While there, she also 
began studying Capoeira, a centuries-old, Brazilian-
born mix of music, martial arts and dance. It informs 
her art to this day. Once she !nished her work on the 
exhibit, she returned to Greenville and took a job with 
an advertising !rm, all the while living at home, build-
ing her portfolio and saving for graduate school.
In the fall of 2006 Pressley enrolled at the 
California Institute of the Arts in Valencia, where she 
pursued a Master of Fine Arts degree in sculpture and 
installation. “CalArts opened me up to a lot of differ-
ent things,” she says. “There’s no real curriculum or 
grades — you chart your own course. I know plenty of 
students who went through the whole two years and 
didn’t make an object. Their art was conceptual, so 
they constantly talked about their work.”
During her !nal year at CalArts, Pressley took part 
in a couple of group shows. In 2009 she had her !rst 
solo exhibit, “Actions and Contemplations,” at 
Las Cienega Projects in Culver City. “That was a big 
deal for me because I had never !lled an entire space 
with just my work,” she says. Not long thereafter,
she got the call from Bancroft and the OCMA.
The three pieces by Pressley in the Biennial 
explore issues of race, identity and religion. Her 
largest work, “Word,” juxtaposes a Gullah translation 
of John I:1-3 (“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God . . .”) with the West African 
folk tale of Anansi, the spider. A second, untitled piece 
combines gold leaf, ash and dirt in a commentary on 
the malleability of her belief systems. The last and most 
personal piece, titled “Requiem,” depicts Pressley 
digging through a “weird #oating mound” of earth, 
at the bottom of which is a mirror image of her — 
or what she calls “the ambiguous face of identity.”
Pressley, who works as a graphic designer for 
a real estate company, is pouring herself into research 
for her next project, “which is the way that I tend to 
work,” she says. “I’d like to stay active in the contem-
porary art dialogue and keep working out my ideas 
through future exhibits.”
— DICK ANDERSON
Visit www.nikkipressley.com to learn more. The author 
is a freelance writer in Los Angeles and publications 
editor for Occidental College.
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